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reverence on a religion which sanctions or winks at any mode of social 
wrong or violence. Convince us that the gospel permits any form of in- 
jury or oppression, that it spreads its broad mantle over the field of car- 
nage or the house of bondage, that it sanctions the versatile tactics of the 
demagogue, or that eager pursuit of gain which treads men's bodies and 
souls under foot to compass its ends ; and we have done with Christianity. 
We have moral infirmities enough ; but might as well be without a staff, 
as lean on one so supple. But, were it plainly shown and seen, that 
there is no wrong for which the gospel does not provide an adequate rem- 
edy, were it traced to its broad applications in the field of active life ; 
were it followed out in its countless practical bearings, extending from in- 
dividual to social, from social to public duty, comprehending under its sway 
at once the individual soul and the vast heart of the nation and the race ; 
were it discerned how surely its universal reign would bring peace and joy 
to every human being, breaking all yokes, and reforming all evils, — then 
would it be beheld with adoring reverence and embraced with hearty 
faith. 

Let Christians then take Christian views, and put forth Christian ef- 
forts, as regards all those forms of wrong and sin which the world has 
long tolerated. The cause of temperance, of peace, of freedom, of human 
brotherhood, are all Christian causes ; and it is just ground of shame to 
the Church, that they should not have found within her walls and through 
her accredited agencies sufficient utterance and scope. Let them receive 
from Christians no ungentle advocacy, but a firm, consistent, determined 
profession, aid and defence. Thus and thus only can the Church retrace 
her retrogade steps, and restore her primitive glory. Thus and thus only 
can the ways of Zion again be thronged, and her solemn feasts be crowd- 
ed by thankful guests. 

Portsmouth, Dec. 1845. 



WAR, "THE LESSER EVIL." 
BY S. E. COUES. 

A very common argument in favor of War is this : there are greater 
evils than War, and if, by encountering its sufferings, we avoid the loss of 
property, of liberty, of life, it is our duty as wise men, to put on the garb 
of the soldier, to grasp the death-dealing sword, and go out against our 
enemies ; or, in the words of Paley, "there are cases in which the mag- 
nitude of the particular evil is so great, that it induces us to call into 
question the general rule of christian morals." 

We answer : Evil is of two kinds ; the one relating to man the animal, 
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the other to man the spirit ; the first, natural evil, referring to the state of 
the body, the other, moral evil, to the condition of the soul. Natural evil 
consists in physical suffering, sensual loss ; in pain, disease, and death. 
It attacks the body only ; it can be measured and estimated ; we know its 
utmost bounds, for it cannot pass the grave. We may for an ulterior 
good innocently bring it upon ourselves ; nay it is most christian-like to 
incur it for the good of others. It is God's remedial agent ; often the re- 
finer's fire which brings out the pure gold of the christian character. 

Widely different, totally opposite in its nature, is moral evil. This is 
Sin — the pollution of the soul. It cannot be measured or estimated ; its 
full consequences can never be understood. The grave may not stay its 
progress. Its weight may rest upon us forever. He who gives up moral 
rectitude for a sensual good, can never prize the whole extent of the sac- 
rifice. It is selling the birth-right for a mess of pottage. It is the de- 
struction of the soul for the preservation of the body ; "and what profiteth 
it a man though he gain a whole world and lose his own soul !" Life, lib- 
erty, property, are never to be purchased at the cost of the moral charac- 
ter. We should as christians be ready to yield up all that pertains to 
the body, life itself, rather than sin against God. A man cannot take 
moral evil to his heart and gain by it. 

There is another element in the calculation of the choice of the "les- 
ser evil," which the christian can never safely overlook. Let him who 
makes the gain incur the evil ! To preserve his life he may have his 
own limb amputated, but he may not mangle and mutilate the bodies of 
others. A christian cannot inflict evil upon others for his own good ; he 
cannot injure a brother and justify himself before God by the plea that 
thereby he averted evil from himself. This plea would be a prayer for 
his own condemnation. 

Now the very object of war is to inflict evil upon others for our gain. 
It is not the choice of a lesser evil for ourselves, but the choice that oth- 
ers should suffer, rather than suffer ourselves. In this is its inherent sin ; 
in this it is anti-Christ. But war deals not only with the infliction of natu- 
ral evil. Its limit is not the mutilation and killing of the body. It is a 
dreadful combination of physical suffering and moral degradation — of evil 
both to the souls and to the bodies of men. A man ready for war has 
already taken moral evil to his heart ; whenever he has decided that he 
is willing to gain by injury done to his brother man, he has inflicted a 
blow upon his own soul. 

The intention to gain by suffering inflicted upon others, is moral evil. 
It is a blight of the soul which no sensual good can recompense. It is 
sin. This selfishness, this willingness to gain at the expense of others, is 
what constitutes crime. We recognize it as the crime of the seducer of 
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innocence, of him who defrauds the widow and orphan — of the midnight 
assassin — of the highway robber. This undue love of self and want of 
love to our neighbor, is what nerves the heart of man to every crime 
which defiles the earth. 

War is not an act to be performed once, then to forbear, — a blow to be 
struck and then to be withheld. The war is not over when the dead are 
buried and tall grass waves over their graves, though their very names 
are forgotten upon earth. The moral evil of war remains. The curse 
follows the transgression of the immutable laws of Jehovah on the earth, 
as truly as it follows the transgressor through the valley of death. The 
spirit of war takes from men the gospel. It establishes in their hearts 
its antagonistic principles. It teaches to "do evil, if thereby good cometh 
to you." It sanctions the injury of others for gain. It forbids love to 
enemies, urging their destruction. Think you that the establishment in 
the hearts of men of these, the very principles of Hell, the elements of 
crime, can create security of property, of liberty, of life ? Do these things 
build up your churches, raise the tone of morals, confirm the peace and 
order of the world ? Nay ; these principles of war are as unfit for earth 
as for heaven. Experience testifies that man cannot secure his life and 
property permanently by the principles of war. The military spirit, ex- 
cited to destroy the enemy, "like an ill sheathed knife, cuts the hand of 
its master." The fire with which men would burn the barns and gran- 
aries of their neighbors, devastates their own harvest fields. A good gov- 
ernment, law, liberty, order, personal security, can not be permanently 
established among a military people. "With the spirit of war you have 
only one choice, iron-handed despotism or anarchy. This in itself is a- 
sufficient answer to the argument for war as the choice of the lesser evil. 

But can we as Christians speak of the lesser evil of war, when we see 
the bitter fruits of war in the formation of the character of the people who 
wage it ? I speak now to those believing in the everlasting perdition of 
ungodly men, and ask, if character stamps our future destiny — if the soul 
of the sinner must surely die, how can we talk of war as a lesser evil, 
where licentiousness, and profligacy, and sabbath-breaking, and theft, 
and murder, and hardness of heart ever accompany war ? 

Portsmouth, Dec. 1845. 



Every law which God has written upon the heart of man, or in his 
word, is holy, just, and good. It is a ray, a radiation of love, the god- 
head of his attributes, and wherever it is obeyed — whether in the human 
soul, or in human society — there is peace — perfect peace. " Great peace 
have they that love thy law." E. B. 



